
 
 
 

In the early 1900s a man born in rural Idaho, James Castle, was labeled for his entire life as deaf, 
mute, illiterate and intellectually disabled. He never learned to speak. His primary form of 
communication was the thousands of drawings and illustrations he produced during his lifetime. 
Houses, domestic scenes, family members and friends were endlessly rendered in what some 
have termed a primitive “folk art” style from crude tools and supplies — ink made from soot and 
saliva, pens fashioned from twigs or sticks and canvases scavenged from scrap paper, cardboard, 
books and the many catalogs that flowed through his parents’ general store and post office. 
Castle left behind more than 20,000 artworks.  
 
In retrospect James Castle’s behavioral and communication characteristics are consistent with 
what would be seen as autism today. His haunting art work as provided and commented on in 
this biography of this extraordinary man offers unique and unparalleled insights into how the 
world might be perceived by a gifted artist with autism. 

 
Member Price: $21.95 

Non Member Price: $24.95 
http://www.cec.sped.org/ScriptContent/Orders/ProductDetail.cfm?section=CEC_Store&pc=D5901 

 
Package Price (book James Castle: His Life and Art and DVD Dream House) 

Member Price: $35.95 
Non Member Price: $39.95 

http://www.cec.sped.org/ScriptContent/Orders/ProductDetail.cfm?section=CEC_Store&pc=D5903 


